
18 years ago, Kristi and I were shopping for our first house together in West Seattle when we 
stumbled on this hidden gem called the Arroyo’s.  Our realtor called us immediately when this 
house went on the market.  Already being West Seattle residents, we had not heard of the 
Arroyos!  That was our lucky day because it became our little slice of heaven for the next two 
decades. 
 
The first thing we noticed upon moving in, was the birds.  For the first time since living in the 
city, we were waking up to the songs of birds in our backyard and throughout the neighborhood 
- because it was so quiet and there were no other sounds!   The greenbelt hillside that borders 
the neighborhood creates a feeling of being in the country, or on vacation, and not one of living 
in the heart of a city.  We watch the bald eagles battle the crows, the ospreys with fish in their 
talons fly up to their nests in the magnolia trees.  We spend the summer on the deck 
barbequing, eating dinner together, and watching the sunsets.  It is wonderful. 
 
The best part of the Arroyos is the private beach for all its residents.  Our favorite thing to do in 
the summer is take beach chairs and books and wine down and sit and enjoy amazing sunsets, 
views, and incredible quiet.  It always amazes us how we can often find ourselves the only 
people out there.  
 
Our children grew up in this house as their only house they have known.  We have spent so 
much of their lives walking the beach, beachcombing, and strolling with them and our dogs. 
They love to dig, and walk through the tidepools on the sand and look for crabs.  They are crazy 
enough to even love playing in that cold water! 
 
We have grown to love the Arbor Heights and Arroyo community. . We have neighborhood 
Christmas parties, NYE parties, Halloween adventures, dinner parties.  And our kids have 
participated heavily in the tight knit sports community here.  The Arbor Heights Elementary was 
such a great set of teachers and administration, who many also live in the neighborhood.  The 
friends we have made here will carry on throughout our life. 
 
Honestly, I never thought we’d move.  We’ve continually upgraded and remodeled this house 
the way we want it.  We love everything about it.  So it hits us all with a little sadness to give it 
up.  But we have decided we are going to pursue a new chapter in our lives with a farm out on 
Vashon Island.  We are excited about our next adventure, and know that this house will bring 
the same joys it brought us to the next owners. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Jeff Oberlander 


